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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TRANSITION AT KCPSRS 
 
 
May 3, 2021 – Today, at their regular board meeting, the Board of Trustees for the Kansas City Public 
School Retirement System (KCPSRS) 2020, welcomed Jim Roehner, as the newly hired executive director 
for KCPSRS.  
 
Roehner, formerly deputy executive director of the Educational Employees’ Supplementary Retirement 
System of Fairfax County, VA (ERFC), will replace KCPSRS executive director, Christine Gierer, who 
will retire June 1, 2021.  
 
Gierer notified the KCPSRS Board of her plans to retire at the November 2020 Board meeting. Upon 
Gierer’s announcement to retire, the KCPSRS Board retained EFL Associates to assist in a nationwide 
search for a new executive director.  
 
“We are pleased to announce that Jim began employment with KCPSRS on May 3, 2021 and, during May, 
Jim and Christine will work together to implement a smooth leadership transition,” stated Horace 
Coleman, KCPSRS Board Chair. “We are grateful to Christine for her outstanding leadership the past six 
years and for allowing the Board sufficient time to search for a highly qualified replacement. On behalf 
of the Board, I wish her the best in her new adventures.”  
 
Gierer was instrumental in engaging the leaders of the Kansas City school district, the charter schools, 
and the public library to support the passage of 2018 legislation that will help sustain the Retirement 
System’s long-term viability. Under her leadership, the KCPSRS Board governance policies and core 
values were enhanced, and the actuarial required contribution is now required, by Missouri law, to be fully 
funded.  
 
Roehner comes to Kansas City with a wealth of public pension plan experience and specifically, with 
educational employees. He has worked at ERFC for 11 years and is highly regarded by peers, co-workers, 
and others in the pension industry.  
 
Jim will be moving his family to Kansas City and is eager to embrace residing in the Midwest.   
 


